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Introduction

The Technical Assistance Legal Center (TALC) developed this optional Plug-in for TALC’s Model California Ordinance Requiring a Tobacco Retailer License to assist cities and counties that want to be able to revoke a license for violation of any law that requires a purchaser to be a certain age.  

A local tobacco retailer licensing ordinance provides an effective tool to enforce a wide range of laws that are related to the sale and use of tobacco products, including age-specific laws.  Under this provision, if a tobacco retailer is found to have sold alcohol illegally to a minor, for example, the retailer’s tobacco retailer license could be temporarily or permanently revoked. The rationale for the provision is that if a retailer illegally sells non-tobacco products (like alcohol or lottery tickets, for example) to youth, then the retailer should not be trusted to abide by the law prohibiting tobacco sales to youth.

This provision will be enforced through the existing enforcement procedures in your licensing ordinance.

How to use this Plug-in



When adding this Plug-in to TALC’s Model Licensing Ordinance, be sure to fill in any blanks that have been provided (e.g., [ ____ ] ) to customize the language.  Additionally, in some cases, options are offered (e.g., [ option one / option two ] ). Some options are followed by comments describing the legal provisions in more detail. Some degree of customizing is always necessary to make an ordinance consistent with a community’s existing laws. Note that if a term is capitalized in the Plug-in, it is a term that is defined in TALC’s Model Licensing Ordinance.  



After adding one or more Plug-ins to the basic retail licensing ordinance, please verify that all the internal references to other sections are correct. Your city attorney or county counsel will likely be the best person to accomplish this for you.  

If you have questions about how to adapt this Plug-in for your community, please contact TALC at (510) 302-3380 or via e-mail at talc@phlpnet.org.  TALC’s full Model Licensing Ordinance, as well as additional Plug-ins, can be found on our website at www.phlpnet.org.   

Amendment to TALC’s Model Licensing Ordinance
In SECTION II, Sec. [ ____ (*2) ]. REQUIREMENTS AND PROHIBITIONS, add the following subsection:
(__) VIOLATION OF AGE-VERIFICATION LAWS.  No licensee may violate any local, state, or federal law that requires a seller to verify that a purchaser of any product sold by the licensee be a specified age or older. For example, and without limitation, a Tobacco Retailer who illegally sells alcohol to a Person below the minimum age under state law to purchase alcohol has violated the tobacco retailer license.  
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